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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
Friday in Holy Week 
    Good Friday 
April 18, 2025 
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

Office (570-323-4619)  FAX (570-323-2452) 
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

  
 

An Order of Worship for Good Friday  
7:30 PM 

 
Tonight's worship incorporates the drama, “The Temptation of Jesus” by the Rev. 
Curt M. Joseph.  It imagines a conversation between Jesus and Satan while Jesus 
is being crucified.   
 
Please note that hand sanitizer is available for your use.  Offerings may be 
received by way of offering plates as you enter or leave. 
 
Bold print indicates Congregation. 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
Hymns are printed in the back of your bulletin and as indicated in the LBW, 
“Green” or WOV, “Blue”. 
 
Please enter the Nave as quietly as possible keeping conversation to a whisper. 
 
WELCOME/INTRODUCTION 

Tonight we gather to experience anew the crucifixion of Jesus.  Tonight we 
proclaim that in the horror of crucifixion there is victory and peace.  Tonight we 
dare to ask the question: “Were you there when they crucified my Lord” and as a 
victim won the day. 
 
*HYMN   Were you There   No Reference Available 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and forever. 
Amen. 
 
A READING FROM ISAIAH (52:13-53:12) 
13 See, my servant shall prosper; 
  he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
  and shall be very high. 
14 Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
  —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
  and his form beyond that of mortals— 
 15 so he shall startle many nations; 
  kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
 for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
  and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
53:1Who has believed what we have heard? 
  And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
  and like a root out of dry ground; 
 he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
  nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by others; 
  a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
 and as one from whom others hide their faces 
  he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
4 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
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  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LORD has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
9 They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
11 Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 40 (1-17) Please read responsively by whole verse                                                     
1I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
 
2He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet 
upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
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3He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and 
fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 

4Happy are those who make the LORD their trust, who do not turn to the 
proud, to those who go astray after false gods. 

5You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts 
toward us; none can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they 
would be more than can be counted. 

6Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an open ear. 
Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 

7Then I said, “Here I am; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. 

8I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.” 

9I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; see, I have not 
restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. 

10I have not hidden your saving help within my heart, I have spoken of your 
faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness from the great congregation. 

11Do not, O LORD, withhold your mercy from me; let your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness keep me safe forever. 

12For evils have encompassed me without number; my iniquities have 
overtaken me, until I cannot see; they are more than the hairs of my head, 
and my heart fails me. 

13Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me. 

14Let all those be put to shame and confusion who seek to snatch away my life; 
let those be turned back and brought to dishonor who desire my hurt. 

15Let those be appalled because of their shame who say to me, “Aha, Aha!” 

16But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love 
your salvation say continually, “Great is the LORD!” 
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17As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me.                      
You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God. 

A READING FROM HEBREWS (4:14-16; 5:7-9)                                                  
14 Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every 
respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need. 
 5:7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered; 9 and having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him.                                                                                
Word of God, word of life.                                                                                     
Thanks be to God. 

THE PRAYERS                                                                                                         
Let us pray for the holy church throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 
By your Holy Spirit guide the church 
and gather it throughout the world. 
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 
and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for Elizabeth, our presiding bishop; Craig, our synodical bishop; Brian, 
our pastor and all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 
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Almighty and eternal God, 
your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, 
and lay leaders. 
Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, 
and help each of us in our various vocations 
to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for those preparing to affirm publicly their baptism at our vigil. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. 
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing to publicly affirm their 
baptism.  Give to them new understanding as your children, 
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 
Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 
Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. 
Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 
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may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace 
all those who call out to you under different names. 
Bring an end to inter-religious strife, 
and make us more faithful witnesses 
of the love made known to us in your Son. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 
so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. 
Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace 
in the world and in the lives of Christians, 
and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care 
and bring all things to fulfillment in you. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, 
so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 
and a share in the goodness of your creation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us pray for all in need. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you give strength to the weary 
and new courage to those who have lost heart. 
Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, 
free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 
and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, 
that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.           
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                            
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                                
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                     
thy will be done,                                                                                                           
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                       
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                                
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                        
as we forgive those                                                                                                     
who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.     
 

*HYMN  There Is a Green Hill Far Away  LBW, “Green,” 114 
 

*THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN (19:16b-18) 

16b...they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18There they 
crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 
them. 
 

A brief period of silence follows. 
 

“THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS” 
 

*HYMN  O Sacred Head Now Wounded  LBW, “Green,” 117 
 

*DISMISSAL 

By your holy cross you have redeemed us, O Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

ALL DEPART IN SILENCE 
 

Leading us in worship this night: 

Presiding Minister  Ray Huff 

Organist    Sam Robinson 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP: 
Saturday, April 19 Easter Vigil, 8 pm (Beginning in Chapel) 

Sunday, April 20  Holy Communion, 8 am  
 “Extended Hospitality”, 9:15 am, Fellowship     

Hall            
 Holy Communion, 10:30 am 
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