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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 22, 2024 

142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 

stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
                                 

 A Veni Emmanuel Setting for Holy Communion                                     

8 am and 10:30 am 

Please Note: 

Hand sanitizer is available for your use.  Offerings may be received by way of 
offering plates as you enter or leave. 
 
Bold print indicates Congregation. 
A GUIDE TO HYMNAL USE: Hymns are printed in the back of your bulletin 
and also in LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP              
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. 
Between the message of justice from the prophet Micah and Mary’s magnificent 
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that 
Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  

 

PRELUDE     Magnificat Primi Toni  Johanne  Pachelbel
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.                                    
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,                                                                
alive in the world,                                                                                                   
reviving creation,                                                                                              
arriving soon.                                                                                                          
Amen.                                                                                                                          
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God                                                              
and of one another.                                                                                              
Kneel/stand.  A brief silence is observed.    

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned. 
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
God of might, 

we confess that we have sinned. 
We have turned away from our neighbors. 
We have trusted false promises. 
God in our midst, 

we confess that we have sinned. 
We plead: come to us. 
Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
A righteous branch springs forth: 
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
receive the grace and forgiveness of God 
through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
 
*HYMN              All Earth is Hopeful    WOV, “Blue,” 632     
 
*THE GREETING                                                                                               
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                        

And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 

 *LIGHTING OUR ADVENT WREATH                                                         

(Please sing stanza four) 
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*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                   
The Lord be with you.                                                                                             

And also with you.                                                                                                     
Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 
and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 
serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.                                                                                          

Amen.                                                          

THE FIRST READING……………………………………………Micah 5:2-5a      
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
5a and he shall be the one of peace.                                                                                
The word of the Lord.                                                                                                   

Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 80:1-7                                                                                                           
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us.  
3 Restore | us, O God; 
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  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

4 O LORD | God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 
5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  

THE SECOND READING…………………………………….Hebrews 10:5-10    
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first 
in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.                                   
The word of the Lord.                                                                                        

Thanks be to God. 

*THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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*THE GOSPEL………………………………………………….Luke 1:39-55   

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to St. Luke, the 1st 
chapter.     

 

 

 

                             
 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
  46 And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
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 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE SERMON 

 
*HYMN Canticle of the Turning    back of bulletin 

 
*THE NICENE CREED                                                                                       
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.                                             
We believe in one God,                                                                                               
the Father, the Almighty,                                                                                       
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.                                                                        
Amen. 

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  After each petition, “Lord, in your 
mercy/Receive our prayer”. 

*THE PEACE                                                                                                                           
The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                

And also with you.                                                                                                                    
All may greet one another with these or similar words and/or gestures of peace. 

ANTHEM  Ave Maria     Arcadelt 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                          
The Lord be with you.                                                                                               

And also with you.                                                                                                    
Lift up your hearts                                                                                                        

We lift them to the Lord.                                                                                          
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                         
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.                                                                   
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 
judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with the choirs of angels, with the 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Holy One, 
the beginning and the end, 
the giver of life: 
Blessed are you  
for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you  
in the darkness and the light. 
Blessed are you  
for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you  
in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you 
for Mary's openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,                                                      
and gave it for all to drink, saying:                                                                            
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,                                                                
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.                                            
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:                                                                     

Christ is died. Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup                                                                                                
we remember your Word 
dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
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We remember our new birth 
in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming.                                                                         

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, 
we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal.  
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth.                                                                             

Come Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours,                                                                                  
Holy One of Israel                                                                                                     
Word of God incarnate                                                                                             
Power of the Most High,                                                                                              
one God, now and forever.                                                                                     

Amen. 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                       
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,                                                        
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                           
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                                  
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                     
thy will be done,                                                                                                                
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                              
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                            
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                       
as we forgive those                                                                                                        
who trespass against us;                                                                                               
and lead us not into temptation,                                                                                    
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                                
For thine is the kingdom                                                                                               
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and the power,                                                                                                                     
and the glory,                                                                                                             
forever and ever.                                                                                                
Amen.  

*LAMB OF GOD 

 

*INVITATION 

God feeds us with tender mercy, come!                                                                    

All are welcome at the Lord's Table.  Use the center aisle, pick up a small glass on 
the way.  Receive the bread and then proceed to receive the wine by way of a 
pouring chalice.  After communing return to your pew using a side aisle. Those 
not communing may come forward for a blessing. 

Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his supper. If you 
cannot eat bread, drink only the wine. If you cannot drink wine, eat only the bread 
                                                                                                                             
*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
Generous God,                                                                                                             
we thank you for the gift of life in bread and wine,                                                                   
for coming among us, for leading us into peace.                                                             
You shower us with mercy, and send us into the world,                                 
proclaiming the coming of the One who has come, is coming                                   
and has promised to come again,                                                                                
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.                                                                          

Amen. 

*BLESSING                                                                                                              
God of endings and beginnings,                                                                                
God in the darkness and the light,                                                                             
God, our hope for the journey,                                                                              
☩ bless and keep you now and forever.                                                                   

Amen.                                                                                                                                         

*HYMN  O Come, O Come Emmanuel                 back of bulletin 

*DISMISSAL                                                                                                             
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.                                                                         

Thanks be to God.  

THE POSTLUDE Nun komm, der heiden Heiland Dietrich Buxtehude 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

OUR PRAYER LIST                                                                                                 
Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Charles Miller, Jerry 
Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille Sider, April Clark, Gary Cable, Elsie 
Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin,  Ezra Buckman, Sheila 
Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman, Linda Rosini, 
Walt Haussmann, Kristin Rehm, Yvonne and Gerry Myers, Ariel, John Bower, 
John Tartline, Carl Hieber, Donna Baker, Tom Waffenschmidt, George Poliska. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP for December 15      
 Regular Offering $2,818.00      
 Plate Offerings 30.00      
 Miscelleneous 50.00      



14 
 

 World Hunger 50.00      
 Food Pantry 50.00      
 Global Mission 50.00      
 Parish Life 500.00      
 Flower Memorials/Tributes 245.00      
 Memorials 100.00      
 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 50.00      

           Grand Total $3,943.00 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and    
 in loving memory of Cora & Clement Campbell by their grandchildren; 
 in loving memory of Shirley & Robert Miller by her children and 
grandchildren. 

WORSHIP LEADERS    December 22, 2024 

Lector    8 am  Vicki Haussmann                           
     10:30 am Phil Thomas  

Communion Assistants  8 am          Drew Haussmann                                        
     10:30 am   Ralph & Lou Ann Zeigler   

 

Ushers    8 am  Herb Poff and Richard Miller            
     10:30 am Maggs Team  

Organist               Sam Robinson 

Altar Guild (DECEMBER) Connie Shaible, Sally Bjornstad, Sarah Young  

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S: 

Sunday, December 22 Holy Communion 8 and 10:30 am         
    Sunday School, 9:15 am                                                            

Monday, December 23 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm                                                                     
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Tuesday, December 24 Holy Communion, 7 pm                                                   
    Holy Communion, 10 pm                             

Wednesday, December 25- Saturday, December 28   Church Office Closed  

Sunday, December 29 Holy Communion, 8 am                                                 
    Sunday School, 9:15 am                                                       
    Holy Communion, 10:30 am 

 

BIRTHDAYS              
 Daryl Lewis  12/22        
 Judith Fortin  12/23        
 Sarah Young  12/23        
 William Hill  12/26        
 Hannah Ramsauer 12/26       

PLEASE NOTE:                                                                                                 
+When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal 
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact him directly 
by church office telephone (570-323-4619) email 
(bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org) or his cell phone (272-788-0161). Do not 
assume the pastor will know of your need any other way. 

+ When you or a loved one has a change of address, telephone number or email, 
please contact the church office at 570-323-4619 or 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org. Please direct your intentions whether or not to 
share this information with our church family.     

To keep members of the church update on new address, phone number, change in 
marital status or anything else that needs updated, you will see in the weekly 
bulletin and the “Lion,” updates on the information. If you have any information 
that needs to be updated, please send an email to jbaur@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
or call the church office at 570-323-4619, Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
The office is working on an updated Church directory so please update any 
information ASAP to ensure the directory is up to date. 
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COMMEMORATIONS 

Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Thursday, December 26, 2024 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. 
He was one of those seven upon whom the apostles laid 
hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and 
others in need. Later, Stephen's preaching angered the 
temple authorities, and they ordered him to be put to 
death by stoning. 

John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Friday, December 27, 2024 
The son of Zebedee and brother of James, John was one 
of the twelve disciples and witness to the transfiguration. 
Tradition has named him also the writer of the Gospel of 
John, the three New Testament letters bearing his name, 
as well as Revelation. 

 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Saturday, December 28, 2024 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in 
Bethlehem in his jealous attempt to murder the baby Jesus, a sobering 
reminder of the evil that led Christ to be born for our salvation. 
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