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Christ the King Sunday 

The Last Sunday after Pentecost 
November 24, 2024 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church                                                          
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 

stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 

Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 

bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
                                 

 An Order for Holy Communion 8 am and 10:30 am                          
 (Setting Two, Lutheran Book of Worship) 

Please Note: 

Hand sanitizer is available for your use.  Offerings may be received by way of 
offering plates as you enter or leave. 
 
Bold print indicates Congregation. 
HYMNS ARE PRINTED IN THE BACK OF OUR BULLETIN AS WELL AS 
HYMNALS (LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book) 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP              
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for 
a true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One 
(Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given 
dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing 
like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. His dominion is the 
nonviolent victory of love. 
 
PRELUDE      

 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.                                     
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,                                                                     
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our refuge,                                                                                                                  
our delight,                                                                                                               
our beginning and our end.                                                                                       
Amen.                                                                                                                              

Let us come in truth before the One who loves us                                                     
and has freed us from our sin.                                                                    
Kneel/stand.  A brief silence is observed. 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,                                                                  
we confess that sin has taken hold of us                                                                  
and we are complicit in its power.                                                                            
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest.                                           
Unbind us and set us free.                                                                                        
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth,                                                                  
that we may live just and generous lives                                                                 
for the good of your world                                                                                      
and the care of our neighbors,                                                                       
following in the servant way of Jesus.                                                                    
Amen.                                                                                                                     
These words are trustworthy and true:                                                                   
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross,                                                
swallowing up death forever.                                                                                      
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven                                                                                
and God remembers your sin no more.                                                                       
Let your heart be glad again,                                                                                       
and rejoice in your salvation.                                                                                      
Amen. 

*HYMN        Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Back of bulletin 

*THE GREETING                                                                                               
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                        
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 
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 *HYMN OF PRAISE 
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*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                   
The Lord be with you.                                                                                             
And also with you.                                                                                                     
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be 
priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by 
the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.                                                                                                           
Amen.                                                          

THE FIRST READING……………………………………Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14  
9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened.                                                                                 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 
 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
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 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The word of the Lord.                                                                                                   
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 93                                                                                                          
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed 
with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting.  
3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | 
  of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore.  

 

 

THE SECOND READING…………………………………..Revelation 1:4b-8 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to 
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
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  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty. 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*THE GOSPEL……………………..........................……….John 18:33-37    
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 18th chapter      

  

                            

 
 

 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or 
did others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own 
nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom 
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked 
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
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THE SERMON 

*HYMN The Head That Once Was Crowned  LBW, “Green”, 173 

*THE NICENE CREED                                                                                       
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.                                             
We believe in one God,                                                                                               
the Father, the Almighty,                                                                                       
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.                                                                        
Amen. 

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  After each petition, “Merciful 
God/Receive our prayer”. 

*THE PEACE                                                                                                                           
The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                
And also with you.                                                                                                                    
All may greet one another with these or similar words and/or gestures of peace. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.   And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; 
you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will 
and accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving Passion and death, 
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, 
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
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not as we ought, but as we are able; 
and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, 
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine; 
that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 
may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body, 
and have our portion with all your saints. 

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,                              
in your holy Church, now and forever.                                                                   
Amen. 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                       
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,                                                        
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                           
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                                  
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                     
thy will be done,                                                                                                                
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                              
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                            
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                       
as we forgive those                                                                                                        
who trespass against us;                                                                                               
and lead us not into temptation,                                                                                    
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                                
For thine is the kingdom                                                                                               
and the power,                                                                                                                     
and the glory,                                                                                                             
forever and ever.                                                                                                    
Amen. 
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*LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

*INVITATION                                                                                                      
Come, all are welcome to dine with our risen Lord.   Amen.                                                    

All are welcome at the Lord's Table.  Use the center aisle, pick up a small glass on 
the way.  Receive the bread and then proceed to receive the wine by way of a 
pouring chalice.  After communing return to your pew using a side aisle. Those 
not communing may come forward for a blessing. 

Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his supper. If you 
cannot eat bread, drink only the wine. If you cannot drink wine, eat only the bread 

                                                                                                                             
*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
Faithful God,                                                                                                               
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink                                               
in the body and blood of your Son.                                                                           
Now send us out to labor with you,                                                                                
in service to the world you have made,                                                                           
and among the people you have made your home,                                                                  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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*BLESSING                                                                                                              
The Lord bless you and keep you.                                                                              
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.                                            

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ and give you peace.                           

Amen.                                                                                                                                         

*HYMN   Lift High the Cross   back of bulletin 

*DISMISSAL                                                                                                             
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.                                                                                              

Thanks be to God.  

THE POSTLUDE 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

OUR PRAYER LIST                                                                                                 
Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Charles Miller, Jerry 
Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille Sider, April Clark, Gary Cable, Elsie 
Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin,  Ezra Buckman, Sheila 
Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman, Linda Rosini, 
Walt Haussmann, Kristin Rehm, Yvonne and Gerry Myers, Ariel, John Bower, 
John Tartline, Carl Hieber, Donna Baker, Tom Waffenschmidt, George Poliska, 
Cheryl and Dave Williams, and the family of Bob Miller. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP for November 17, 2024     
 Regular Offering   $3,417.00      
 Plate Offerings          30.00      
 Bulletin Sponsor          10.00      
 Food Pantry          51.00      
 Parish Life           30.00      
 Christmas Flowers       224.00      
 Memorials         100.00      
 Grand Total   $3,862.00     
 Bulletin sponsor: Mel and Mindy Wentzel, in honor of their anniversary 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and    
 In honor of our wedding anniversary on November 30, by Mel Wentzel;
 In loving memory of Shirley Miller on her birthday, by her children and 
grandchildren. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS for November 24, 2024 

Lector          8 am Nikki Jackson    
                                       10:30 am Linda Rosini  

Communion Assistants        8 am Becky Pryor                                             
     10:30 am Matt & Wanda Fortin  

 

Ushers           8 am Herb Poff and Richard Miller            
      10:30 am Maggs Team  

Organist               Sam Robinson 

Altar Guild (November)   Cindy Huff and Linda Rosini  

CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS                                                                          
End of year Congregational Reports of all church committees and ministries are 
now due! Please file reports with the Church Office no later than tomorrow 
morning.  Thank you! 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S: 

Sunday, November 24  Holy Communion 8 and 10:30 am        
     Sunday School, 9:15 am                                                  

Monday, November 25  Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm                                           
                      Little Lambs Liaison, 12:15 pm     
  

Tuesday, November 26  Church Office Hours, 9 am-1 pm                             

Wednesday, November 20 Church Office Hours, 9 am-1 pm                         
  

Thursday, November 28-Saturday, November 30  Church Office Closed                                 
                       Happy Thanksgiving!               
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BIRTHDAYS                
 Nancy Bieber  11/25        
 Stephen Dewar  11/25        
 Lucia Walz   11/26        
 Shelly Clokey  11/27        
 Katlin Jensen  11/27 

ANNIVERSARIES          
 Judith & Charles Fortin           11/26       
 Melinda & Melvin Wemtzel   11/30     

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS   You may have noticed that Christmas came a little early 
this year ~ at least to the Narthex!  Please know that we are not rushing the season or 
forgetting about the importance of Thanksgiving.  Rather, St. Mark’s was host to the 
Billtown Brass concert yesterday as part of Williamsport’s Victorian Christmas 
celebration.  This decorating was to help welcome both our musicians and the guests 
who came through our doors to enjoy their concert.  We hope you enjoy these 
decorations in the spirit of Victorian Christmas as well!                                                                  
KEEP IN MIND 

+ When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal 
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact him directly 
by church office telephone (570-323-4619) email 
(bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org) or his cell phone (272-788-0161). Do not 
assume the pastor will know of your need any other way. 

+ When you or a loved one has a change of address, telephone number or email, 
please contact the church office at 570-323-4619 or 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org. Please direct your intentions whether or not to 
share this information with our church family.     

To keep members of the church update on new address, phone number, change in 
marital status or anything else that needs updated, you will see in the weekly 
bulletin and the “Lion”, updates on the information. If you have any information 
that needs to be updated, please send an email to jbaur@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
or call the church office at 570-323-4619, Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
The office is working on an updated Church directory so please update any 
information ASAP to insure the directory is up to date. 
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COMMEMORATIONS: 

Justus Falckner, died 1723; Jehu Jones, died 1852; William 
Passavant, died 1894; pastors in North America 

Sunday, November 24, 2024 

Not only was Falckner the first Lutheran ordained in North America, 
but he published a catechism which was the first Lutheran book published 
on the continent. Jones was the Lutheran church's first African American 

pastor and carried out missionary work in Philadelphia which led to 
the formation there of the first African American Lutheran 
congregation (St. Paul's). William Passavant helped to establish 
hospitals and orphanages in a number of cities and was the first to 
introduce deaconesses to the work of hospitals in the United States. 

 

Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, died 1748 

Monday, November 25, 2024 

Thought by many to be the greatest hymnwriter in the English   
language, Watts as a youth was critical of the quality of the metrical 
psalter of the time. He wrote about 600 hymns—many based on the 
psalms, but others that are not. 

 

Andrew, Apostle 

Saturday, November 30, 2024 

The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly 
began to bring others to the Savior, including Simon Peter. The 
Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to meet Jesus, and he 
brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which 
Jesus fed thousands. 

 

PRAYER FOR A NATIONAL DAY OF THANKSGIVING (November 28): 

Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness come to us new every day.  
By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks 
for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from... 
 Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright, 1978)  
  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L). 
 Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006) 
  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L. 
 sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress.             
  All rights reserved.   
  Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818. 
 “One License” A-738528 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
  


