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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

The First Sunday after the Epiphany 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 12, 2025 

142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 

stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
                                 

 Holy Communion (Setting One, LBW)                                           
8 am and 10:30 am 

Please Note: 

Hand sanitizer is available for your use.  Offerings may be received by way of 
offering plates as you enter or leave. 
 
Bold print indicates Congregation. 
A GUIDE TO HYMNAL USE: Hymns are printed in the back of your bulletin 
and also in LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP              
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption 
as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of 
almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this 
day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s 
Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine. 
 
PRELUDE   
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.                     
In the name of the Father,                                                                                                   
and of the ☩ Son,                                                                                                            
and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                            
Amen.   
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Joined to Christ in the waters of holy baptism,                                                               
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.                                                         
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.                                                               
Water is poured into the font at this time                                                                                   

We give you thanks, O God,                 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters             
and by your Word your created the world,                   
calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.                      
Through the sea you led your people from slavery into freedom.                               
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.          
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,                         
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,                     
and above all we praise you fro the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.                    
Shower us with your Spirit,                                                                                        
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace and love. 

To you be given honor and praise                           
through Jesus Christ our Lord                                            
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                        
now and forever.                              
Amen. 

*HYMN Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters WOV, “Blue,” 697          

*THE GREETING                                                                                               
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                        
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                   
The Lord be with you.                                                                                             
And also with you.                                                                                                     
Let us pray.  Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit 
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the 
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
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Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.                                                                  
Amen.                                                          

THE FIRST READING…………………………………………….Isaiah 43:1-7                
1 But now thus says the LORD, 
  he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 7 everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.”                                                                  
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The word of the Lord.                                                                                                 
Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 29                                                                                                             
 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7 The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8 The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10 The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11 O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  

 
THE SECOND READING………………………………………….Acts 8:14-17   
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come 
upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 
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The word of the Lord.                                                                                        
Thanks be to God. 
 
*THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 

 

 

 

*THE GOSPEL……………………………………………Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to St. Luke, the 3rd 
chapter.  

      

                               
         

 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”                                   
The gospel of the Lord. 
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THE SERMON 

 
*HYMN When Jesus Came to Jordan   WOV, “Blue,” 647 
 
*THE APOSTLES' CREED                                                                                       
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

INSTALLATION OF LEADERS IN A CONGREGATION                                   
The following people have been elected by this congregation to positions of 
leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are 
welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we 
rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our 
mutual mission as a congregation to know Christ and to make Christ known. 

The names of those who are to be installed are read and asked to come forward. 
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A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
The pastor addresses those to be installed 
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.   
As such, you are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear 
witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church. 
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, 
witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this 
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world. 
You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who 
empowers you may be glorified. 
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and 
mutual understanding in this congregation. 
 
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices of the 
Congregational Council to which you have been and will be elected? 
Response of the Installed: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
The congregation stands. Those being installed face the congregation. The pastor 
addresses all gathered. 
People of God, I ask you: 
Will you support these, your elected leaders, 
and will you share in the mutual ministry 
that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 
Congregation: We will, and we ask God to help us. 
Those being installed face the pastor, who addresses them. 
I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation. 
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, 
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  After each petition, “God of 
grace/Receive our prayer”. 
 

*THE PEACE                                                                                                                           
The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                
And also with you.                                                                                                                    
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All may greet one another with these or similar words and/or gestures of peace. 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ or Lord.  Sharing 
our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should 
give way to his own brilliant light.  And so, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy are you and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ,                                                        
in whom you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. 

In his baptism and table fellowship                                                                                    
he took his place with sinners.                                                                                
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,                                  
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,                             
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,                                                                           
and to announce that the time had come to save your people. 

In the night in which he was betrayed,                                                                      
our Lord Jesus took bread,                                                                                          
and gave thanks; broke it                                                                                           
and gave it to his disciples,                                                                                    
saying: Take and eat;                                                                                                   
this is my body, given for you.                                                                                     
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup,                                                                         
gave thanks and gave it for all to drink,                                                               
saying: This cup                                                                                                            
is the new covenant in my blood,                                                                             
shed for you and for all people                                                                                       
for the forgiveness of sin.                                                                                            
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:                                                                     
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.                                   

With this bread and cup                                                                                              
We remember your Word                                                                                      
dwelling among us                                                                                                     
full of grace and truth.                                                                                                
We remember our new birth                                                                                         
in his death and resurrection.                                                                                            
We look with hope for his coming.                                                                        
Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God,                                                                                                                    
we long for your Spirit.                                                                                          
Come among us.                                                                                                      
Bless this meal.                                                                                                              
May your Word take flesh in us.                                                                            
Awaken your people.                                                                                                  
Fill us with your light.                                                                                             
Bring the gift of peace on earth.                                                                         
Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours,                                                                                   
Holy One of Israel,                                                                                                  
Word of God incarnate,                                                                                                        
Power of the Most High,                                                                                             
one God, now and forever.                                                                                       

Amen.   

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER              
Our Father, who art in heaven,               
hallowed be thy name,                       
thy kingdom come,               
thy will be done,                
on earth as it is in heaven.             
Give us this day our daily bread,                    
and forgive us our trespasses,              
as we forgive those who trespass against us;             
and lead us not into temptation,                     
but deliver us from evil.              
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,            
and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen                                                                                              .     
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*LAMB OF GOD                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION                                                                                                       
The joy of the Lord is our strength!  Come and feast in the meal of gladness!                          
Thanks be to God!                                                           

All are welcome at the Lord's Table.  Use the center aisle, pick up a small glass on 
the way.  Receive the bread and then proceed to receive the wine by way of a 
pouring chalice.  After communing return to your pew using a side aisle. Those 
not communing may come forward for a blessing. 

Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his supper. If you 
cannot eat bread, drink only the wine. If you cannot drink wine, eat only the bread 
                                                                                                                             
*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
Nourishing God,                      
at this table you have refreshed us              
with holy gifts of food and drink.          
Strengthen us for service,                
and send us out to embody your good news           
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.                       
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In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 

*BLESSING                                                                                                              
The God of love,                                                                                                                        

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,                                                                                                  

lavish you with grace,                                                                                                                
illumine your path,                                          
and increase your joy,                                                   
today and always.                                              
Amen.                                                                                                                                        

*HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing  WOV, “Blue,” 721 

*DISMISSAL                                                                                                             
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.                                                                 
Thanks be to God.  

THE POSTLUDE 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

OUR PRAYER LIST                                                                                                 
Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Charles Miller, Jerry 
Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille Sider, April Clark, Gary Cable, Elsie 
Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin,  Ezra Buckman, Sheila 
Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman, Linda Rosini, 
Walt Haussmann, Kristin Rehm, Yvonne and Gerry Myers, Ariel, John Bower, 
John Tartline, Carl Hieber, Donna Baker, Tom Waffenschmidt, George Poliska. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP for January 5      

 Regular Offering $5,044.00     
 Plate Offerings 5.00     
 Christmas & Advent 310.00     
 Initial Offering 100.00     
 Food Pantry 100.00     
 Organ Fund 100.00     
 Capital Fund 10.00     
 Flower Memorials/Tributes 35.00     
 Memorials 100.00     
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 Synod Benevolence 10.00     
 Grand Total $5,814.00 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and    
 in loving memory of Alice & Gilbert Lloyd by Carl & Beverly Hieber; 
 in loving memory of Joyce Simpson Hershberger by the Jensen Family.  

Correction: Flowers for Sunday, December 24, 2024, were given in loving 
memory of William Hill by his wife, Shirley. 

WORSHIP LEADERS    January 12, 2025 

Lector    8 am   Becky Pryor   
                                        10:30 am  Brenda Gair 

Communion Assistants  8 am   Becky Pryor                                                   
     10:30 am  Wanda & Matt Fortin 

 

Ushers    8 am   Herb Poff and Richard Miller            
     10:30 am  Shelby & Gary Weber 

Organist                Sam Robinson 

Altar Guild (JANUARY)    Debra Buckman  

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S: 

Sunday, January 12 Holy Communion 8 and 10:30 am         
    Sunday School, 9:15 am                                                            

Monday, January 13 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm                                                           
     

Tuesday, January 14 West Branch Conference, 9:30 am                                                       
                                                                                                                    
Wednesday, January 15 January 15 Office Hours, 9 am-1 pm                                                   
                              Little Lambs Liaison, 12:15 pm            
    Holy Communion, Williamsport Home (Bld. A), 2 pm                       

Thursday, January 16 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm 
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Friday, January 17 Office Hours, 9 am- 1pm 

Saturday, January 18 Church Office Closed 

Sunday, January 19 Holy Communion, 8 and 10:30 am                                  
             Sunday School, 9:15 am 

BIRTHDAYS                   
 Matthew Reitz  1/12        
 Jackie Kinney  1/13        
 Riley Weber  1/14        
 Anna Zeigler  1/15        
 Laura Zeigler  1/15        
 David Butters  1/16        
 Donna Boston  1/17        
 Beth Miller   1/17        
 Ruth Rees   1/17 

PLEASE NOTE:                                                                                                 
+When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal 
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact him directly 
by church office telephone (570-323-4619) email 
(bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org) or his cell phone (272-788-0161). Do not 
assume the pastor will know of your need any other way. 

+ When you or a loved one has a change of address, telephone number or email, 
please contact the church office at 570-323-4619 or 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org. Please direct your intentions whether or not to 
share this information with our church family.     

To keep members of the church update on new address, phone number, change in 
marital status or anything else that needs updated, you will see in the weekly 
bulletin and the “Lion”, updates on the information. If you have any information 
that needs to be updated, please send an email to jbaur@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
or call the church office at 570-323-4619, Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
The office is working on an updated Church directory so please update any 
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information ASAP to insure the directory is up to date. 

COMMEMORATIONS 

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968 
Wednesday, January 15, 2025 
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was 
an eloquent preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-
segregated society, and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. 
Born on this date, he was assassinated on April 4, 1968. 

 

Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356 
Friday, January 17, 2025 
One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away 
his sizeable inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became 
leader of a group of monks who devoted themselves to prayer, 
worship, and labor. 

 

Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346 

Friday, January 17, 2025 
Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He 
became a hermit (a solitary monk) and organized others into a 
religious community. His rule for monasteries influenced later 
ones in both the Eastern and Western churches. 

 

 

Confession of Peter 
Saturday, January 18, 2025 
Today the church remembers the apostle Peter's great 
acknowledgement of Jesus as "the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." This festival serves as a fitting beginning to 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
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