The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

A Service of Word and Table A i
in the 167th Year of the Parish
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Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”

PRELUDE
YA 1T6 177 1 Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY

(Please stand where there is an asterisk.)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letus pray. Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and
poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us
by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness

and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

*HYMN
INow We Join in Celebration .......eeeeeeieeieeeieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeessessesnences LBW 203

Now we join in celebration at our Savior’s invitation,

dressed no more in spirit somber, clothed instead in joy and wonder;
for the Lord of all existence, putting off divine transcendence,
stoops again in love to meet us, with his very life to feed us.

Lord, we share in this communion as one fam’ly of God’s children,
Reconciled through you, our brother, one in you with God our Father.
Give us grace to live for others, serving all, both friends and strangers,
seeking justice, love, and mercy till you come in final glory.

Introduction: In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when
God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those
invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God
spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the
peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the
table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others
hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.
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THE FIRST LESSON...ccctitiitiiiiniiineicssnccssnscssssscssssosnnss Isaiah 25:1-9
!0 LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
*For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
>the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
%0On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
’And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
°It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This 1s the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23 (Read responsively)
'The LORD is my shepherd;

I shall not be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures

and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,

and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

THE SECOND LESSON...cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicessssscsnnnns Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

?| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes,
and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. °Keep
on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



*THE GOSPEL....ccciviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineioineicssasconns Matthew 22:1-14

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

!Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: *“The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. *Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” *But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, *while
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. "The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their

city. ¥Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. °Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” '°Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

H<“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who
was not wearing a wedding robe, 2and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get
in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. *Then the king said to
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few

are chosen.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON
*THE APOSTLES' CREED

P Living together in trust and hope we affirm our faith:
C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: (P) Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.

*THE PEACE (P The Peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.
Please remember to share the peace without physical contact.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

TATATA T
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P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER
P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*THE COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food
beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished
and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger
and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*THE BLESSING

P May the God of nurture and nourishment, God, the Father, + God, the Son,
and God, the Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you in the way of truth and love.
C Amen.

*HYMN

Sent Forth by God's BleSSing........ccceevveeneenneriiiiiiiiiiiicsssssssssnnns ELW 547
Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,

the people of God from this dwelling take leave.

The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.

Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.



With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,

the tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face —

our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,

embracing God’s children, the whole human race.

With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

*DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Trust Thou in God......cccouuveeiiiinnniiieieenenneeeeennns Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
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Announcements:
Today, October 11:

Harvest Home Sunday. Collection of non-perishable food items for the
Lycoming County Food Bank.

First Communion Class, 9:15 am, Nursery. Instruction for

all children grades Kindergarten-Second grade who have not

had instruction or wish to have a refresher on the meaning

of Holy Communion. Each student needs to be accompanied
by a parent/guardian. This is a two week class and Pastor WE
Vasey is the teacher.




CROP Walk,1 pm. Register at St. Mark's for the walk. For
more information and to participate in our CROP Walk

please contact Brenda Gair at: (brendagl@comcast.net or
CROP 570-321-7561).

Sunday, October 18:

First Communion Class Continues (9:15 am, Nursery)

Sunday, October 25:

Reformation Sunday. A time to say, “Thank You” to God for all
our blessings through our intended giving to the church in 2021.

Sunday, November 1.:

A day to remember all believers past and present who are joined to Christ by the
waters of holy baptism. The roll of “The Church Triumphant” and “The Servant
Church” in 2020 will be read at both services.

Healing: Liz Ruesskamp, Richard Albright, Grace

“_ Arner, Diane Damaska, Ruth Pile,VVanessa Morgan,
— Gary Clark, Paul Young, Bob Shaible, Doris Brown,
- Charles  Miller, Jerry Miller, Gladys Knauss, Randy
b Knauss, Patricia Alexander, Diane Osbaugh, Joann
/, Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Pr. Frank Showers,
Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Gary

Ih []”_IEI []f Cable, Esteban Mazer, Elsie Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie,
Cheryl Williams, Bernadette Jones, Cindy Huff, Kay

raqer Poliska, Steve Dewar and the Family & Friends of

Barbara Lamade.

Thank you, the fine people of St. Mark's, for your thoughts and prayers of sympathy
on the passing of my father, Carey E. Vasey. They were and are a blessing.
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Our flowers today are given to the glory of God:

7 In In loving memory of our parents, Philip K. and Mary
Louise Thomas and Donald and Dorothy Robbins by

Phil and Barb Thomas.

7 In loving memory of my daughter Sally Ann Millikan

on her birthday by Sally Bjornstad.

Wrsth

sistants

Assisting in Worship Leadership 10/11

ALTAR GUILD Connie Shaible & Sally Bjornstad
8:00 10:30
USHERS Dick Miller and Herb Mike Jensen (Captain),

Poff Gary Weber, Sean Jensen,
Shelby Weber, Pam Jensen
(Side Door)
LECTORS Drew Haussmann Gary Weber

PARISH MUSICIAN

Sam Robinson
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