
1 

 

       The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

         A Service of Word and Table 

         in the 167th Year of the Parish 

         September 13, 2020.  8:00 & 10:30 am 

        St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
         142 Market St., Williamsport, PA (17701) 
         stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
         Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 
         Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
         bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

 

Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.” 
 

PRELUDE  

Prelude in F Major……………….............................................................JS Bach (1685-1750) 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY 
(Please stand where there is an asterisk.) 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 

in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

*HYMN  

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive…………………………………………...LBW 307 

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I may live on high, lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, I am his, and he is mine. 
 

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is All-in-All to me; 

All my wants to him are known, all my sorrows are his own. 

He sustains the hidden life safe with him from earthly strife. 
 

Introduction: In today's second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since 

we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus' 

challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God's boundless mercy. When we 

hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed 

in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON……………………………………………Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?" 16So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction 

before he died, 17'Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 

the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 

servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then 

his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves." 
19But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 

though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve 

a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for 
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you and your little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 103:8-13 (Read responsively) 
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
9you will not always accuse us, 

 nor will you keep your anger forever. 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

 nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

 so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12As far as the east is from the west, 

 so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion for his children, 

 so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  

THE SECOND LESSON…………………………………………Romans 14:1-12 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not 

pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass 

judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 

And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  

 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, 

observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 

they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 

give thanks to God.  

 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live 

to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord's. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might 

be Lord of both the dead and the living.  

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
11For it is written,  

 "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,  
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     and every tongue shall give praise to God."  

12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*THE GOSPEL…………………………………………………Matthew 18:21-35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], "Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" 22Jesus said to him, "Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  

 23For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 

ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 

him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 

payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27And out of pity for him, the lord 

of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went 

out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 

him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.' 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30But he refused; then 

he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow 

slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said 

to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' 34And 

in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 
35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart." 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  

*THE APOSTLES' CREED                                                                                  

P Living together in trust and hope we affirm our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
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  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:  P  Lord, in your mercy           C Hear our prayer. 

*THE PEACE  P  The Peace of the Lord be with you. C   And also with you. 

Please remember to share the peace without physical contact. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                            

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       

C And also with you.                                  

P Lift up your hearts.                                                     

C We lift them to the Lord.                            

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;  who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                      

P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.                                                                                   

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,                                                                                        

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                    

 Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                          

 and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                     

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                         

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                                         

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,                                                                           

  forever and ever. Amen. 
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*THE COMMUNION 

P Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food 

beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished 

and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger 

and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*THE BLESSING 

P May the God of nurture and nourishment, God, the Father, ☩ God, the Son, 

and God, the Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you in the way of truth and love. 

C Amen. 
 

*HYMN   

God’s Work, Our Hands…..The tune is EARTH AND ALL STARS – (LBW 558) 

God's work, our hands: working together,  

 building a future, repairing the world, 

 raising up homes, planting new gardens, 

 feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold. 

Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, 

 sharing the good news of your Gospel. 
 

God is at work in and around us: 

 seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise! 

 Washed and set free, humbled and honored, 

 gifted by grace, we respond in God's love. 

Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, 

 sharing the good news of your Gospel. 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold  Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Permission is granted to reproduce this composition for local, non-sale use in synods, congregations and other ministries of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Other uses prohibited without securing permission or reporting usage under a valid copyright 

license. 
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*DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE     

In Dir Ist Freude (In thee is Joy)…………………………………………….JS Bach

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩☩☩ 

Portions of the service reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978, Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L. From 

sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB144818 

Today we celebrate, “God's Work/Our Hands Sunday”, an ELCA day of service to 

our local communities.  St. Mark's celebrates this year through donations to the 

United Churches Food Pantry, Shepherd of the Streets, and Blessing Boxes at New 

Covenant UCC.  Containers for these worthwhile ministries can be found in the 

narthex.  “God's Work/Our Hands” is the motto and mission statement of the ELCA. 

Congratulations Grace!  Grace Schrekengast has been named one of the recipients of 

the St. Paul Lutheran Church Scholarship.  The St. Paul Lutheran Church Scholarship 

is part of our Lutheran Shared Ministry (LSM) of our West Branch Conference in 

Lycoming County.

Healing: Liz Ruesskamp, Richard Albright, Grace Arner, Diane Damaska, Ruth 

Pile,Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Paul Young, Bob Shaible, Doris Brown, Charles 

Miller, Jerry Miller, Gladys Knauss, Randy Knauss, Patricia Alexander, Diane 

Osbaugh, Joann Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Pr. Frank Showers, Lucille Sider, 

April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Esteban Mazer, Elsie Sechler, Virginia 

Pulaskie, Cheryl Williams, Bernadette Jones, Cindy Huff and Kay Poliska.

Assisting in Worship Leadership 9/13 

ALTAR GUILD Cindy Huff and Linda Rosini 

8:00 10:30 

USHERS Dick Miller and Herb Poff Mike Jensen (Captain),  
Gary Weber, Sean Jensen, Shelby  Weber 

LECTORS Becky Pryor Lou DeSeau  
PARISH MUSICIAN Sam Robinson 

Our flowers today are given to the glory of God: 

 In honor of Stefan's 21st birthday by the Webers 

 In celebration of our St. Mark's Family by the “Flower Fund” 


