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       The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

         A Service of Word and Table 

         in the 167th Year of the Parish 

         September, 6, 2020.  8:00 & 10:30 am 

        St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
         142 Market St., Williamsport, PA (17701) 
         stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
         Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 
         Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
         bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

 

Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.” 
 

PRELUDE  

Preludio Religios………………........................................Ludwig Von Beethoven (1770-1827) 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY 
(Please stand where there is an asterisk.) 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 

perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 

everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

*HYMN  

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us……………………………………………LBW 424 

Lord of glory, you have bought us with your life blood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous sacrifice; 

And with that have freely given blessings countless as the sand 

To the unthankful and the evil with your own unsparing hand. 
 

Wondrous honor you have given to our humblest charity 

In your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it all to me.” 

Can it be, O gracious Master, that you deign for alms to sue,  

Saying by your poor and needy, “Give as I have giv’nto you”? 
 

Introduction: Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus' words in 

today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet 

Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love 

is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among 

us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON……………………………………………...Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, 

"O wicked ones, you shall surely die," and you do not speak to warn the wicked to 

turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 

require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they 

do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have 

saved your life.  



3 

 

 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: "Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 

how then can we live?" 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 

live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 

Israel? 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 119:33-40 (Read responsively) 
33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 

 and I shall keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 

 I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

 for that is my desire. 
36Incline my heart to your decrees 

 and not to unjust gain.  
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

 give me life in your way.. 
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

 which is for those who fear you. 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

 because your judgments are good.  
40Behold, I long for your commandments; 

 by your righteousness enliven me.     
 

THE SECOND LESSON…………………………………………Romans 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 

murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love does no wrong to 

a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  
 

 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 

put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
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14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*THE GOSPEL…………………………………………………Matthew 18:15-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15"If another member of the church sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 

you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 

along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 

offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and 

a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if 

two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 

Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

them." 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  
 

*THE APOSTLES' CREED                                                                                  

P Living together in trust and hope we affirm our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:  P  Lord, in your mercy           C Hear our prayer. 

*THE PEACE  P  The Peace of the Lord be with you.     C And also with you. 

Please remember to share the peace without physical contact. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                            

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       

C And also with you.                                  

P Lift up your hearts.                                                     

C We lift them to the Lord.                            

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through  Christ our Lord; who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by his  glorious resurrection opened to 

us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                      

P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.                                                                                   

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,                                                                                        

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                    

  Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                          

 and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                     

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                         

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                                         

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,                                                                           

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*THE COMMUNION 

P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. 

Receive nourishment for your journey. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food 

beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished 

and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger 

and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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*THE BLESSING 

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

God, the Father, ☩ God, the Son, 

and God, the Holy Spirit, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
 

C Amen. 
 

*HYMN   

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee……………………………………............LBW 551 

       Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ and brother, all who live in love are thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine! 

*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE      

Minuet in G………………………………………Ludwig Von Beethoven (1770-1827) 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩☩☩  

Portions of the service reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978, 

Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SB144818 
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Healing: Liz Ruesskamp, Richard Albright, Grace Arner,  

Diane Damaska, Ruth Pile,Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Paul 

Young, Bob Shaible, Doris Brown, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, 

Gladys Knauss, Randy Knauss, Patricia Alexander, Diane 

Osbaugh, Joann Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Pr. Frank 

Showers, Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Gary 

Cable, Esteban Mazer, Elsie Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Cheryl 

Williams, Bernadette Jones, Cindy Huff, Barbara Thomas, and 

Kay Poliska. 
 

Assisting in Worship Leadership 8/23 

 
 

ALTAR GUILD Cindy Huff and Linda Rosini 

 8:00 10:30 

USHERS Dick Miller and Herb Poff   Tim Maggs (Captain),  
Carl Hieber, Charlie Fortin 

LECTORS Lou DeSeau Donna Boston 

PARISH MUSICIAN                 Sam Robinson 

Our flowers today are given to the glory of God: 

 In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. C. Gelbert Lloyd by   

 Carl and Beverly Hieber and Family. 

 

 In loving memory of my father Glenn Means and in honor  

 of my mother Pauline Means by Kathy Eshelman. 

 

 In honor of Stefan's 20th birthday by the Webers. 

Calendar: 

 Tuesday, September 8, Personnel Committee, 6:30 pm 

 Sunday, September 13, Sunday School Resumes, 9:30 am 

 Tuesday, September 15, Finance Committee, 5:30 pm 

 Monday, September 21, Church Council, 6 pm 

 

 

 

 


